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CONCEPT NOTE

Both Indian and Western cultures have
deployed highly ambivalent attitudes towards
the perception and care of non-human
animals. The Ramayana and the
Mahabharata feature tales of generalised
slaughter in which entire groups of animals,
humans and even supernatural beings are
practically wiped out because they are
perceived as harmful. A notorious example is
the snake sacrifice performed in the first
book of the Mahabharata, with the con%em:‘
of the creator god Brahma himself, becaé’gxﬁ'-_h
the snakes are numerous, mordacious @:?id——?—
vicious. At the same time, India is a cou%try:
where cows are considered holy and where
temples are entirely devoted to rats or
monkeys. Vegetarianism, for many Indians, is
primarily a choice of non-violence.

With the advent of intensive farming in the
West, animals are considered products, and
animal life has been commodified. On the
other hand, over the last few decades, more
and more voices in the West have been
campaigning for fauna protection, less
intensive farming, and even vegetarianism.
books, like Eating Animals (2008) by
nathan Safran Foer and Animal Liberation
eter Singer, have exposed the

ited out to non-human animals,

The conference primarily intends to address the
following questions:

« Can animals be described?

« Can mutual love/hate exist between humans and

animals?

» What are the ethical limits that humans must set

for themselves?

-How are animals perceived by different

cultures/epochs?

s it possible to describe the animal's point of

view?

« Animal qualities in humans.

= Human qualities in animals.

« Animal as protagonist and/or antagonist.
However, related issues not covered under these
questions will also be considered.

There wil be a Special Panel for post-graduate
students.
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