5. Teaching - Learning Process

The department follows the tutorial system of learning. Classroom teaching is supported with interactive
discussion and regular tutorials, followed by student presentations in a seminar in front of fellow
students and invited teachers. The seminar is an excellent opportunity for the students to develop their
ability to communicate their thinking and grasp of the subject in an unintimidating atmosphere. The
Viva-voce exam held at the end of each semester helps the students to become confident in facing any
selection committee later in their career path as a researcher / academic or in any other field of work.
The teachers also get to feel the level of understanding achieved by the students in the class and can
accordingly introduce changes in teaching style and content to facilitate better learning outcome. There
is also the provision of remedial coaching each day of the week after regular classes. The semester
system ensures that each student goes through four phases of learning through attending classes,
tutorials, seminars and viva voce leading to a visible difference in their level of confidence in the
subject. A marked improvement is also seen in their transferable skills such as communication,
language, public speaking, leadership, problem-solving, general awareness and self-confidence.

The methods of teaching are analytical and descriptive. The method attempts to encourage the capacity
to reason and defend one’s position with arguments. Students are made to read out important portions
from texts in the classroom. They are also sometimes made to reverse roles and give mock performance
of a teacher. Problems are given as homework to solve. This is intended to encourage them to think on
their own. Visual aids are used as required. The teachers often seek the students’ opinion regarding
reception problems for improvement of teaching.
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