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Jelle J.P. Wouters 
Jelle J.P. Wouters is a social anthropologist and teaches in the Department of 

Social Sciences at Royal Thimphu College, Bhutan. He holds an MPhil 

(distinction) in social anthropology from the University of Oxford and a PhD in 

anthropology from the North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong, where he was 

also a Wenner-Gren grantee.  

 



Prior to joining Royal Thimphu College in 2015, he taught at Sikkim Central 

University, India, and was a visiting faculty at Eberhard Karls University of 

Tubingen, Germany, under the 'Excellence Initiative' of the German Research 

Foundation. He has written about political lifeworlds, democracy and elections, 

kinship and identity, and social history in Northeast India for Geopolitics, Hau: 

Journal of Ethnographic Theory, Contributions to Indian Sociology, Studies in 

History, Economic and Political Weekly, Asian Anthropology, Journal of 

Cambridge Anthropology, and other journals. He is a monthly columnist 

for The Statesman and the author of In the Shadows of Naga 

Insurgency (OUP 2018) and Nagas as a Society Against voting and Other 

Essay (Highlander Books 2019) and the co-editor of Nagas in the 21st 

Century (Highlander Books 2017) and Democracy in Nagaland: Tribes, 

Traditions, and Tensions (Highlander Books 2018). 


